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Early Inventions and Simple

Machines

Paper, levers, pulleys and compasses
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Paper
Gives us a light surface for writing and drawing.

Try it: fold a paper boat.

Lever
Makes lifting or moving a load easier.

Look for: a seesaw or a bottle opener.

Pulley
Uses a wheel and rope to lift or move loads.

Look for: the rope and wheel on a flagpole.

Compass
Helps us find directions using a magnetic needle.

Try it: find north, south, east and west.

Ancient inventions often developed over time. Their first inventor is not always known.


