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10 Scientists and Their Contributions

Ten people to meet. A classroom selection, not a ranking.
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1
Marie Curie

Studied radioactivity and discovered polonium and radium with Pierre Curie.

2
Albert Einstein

Explained the photoelectric effect: light can release electrons from a material.

3
C. V. Raman

Discovered how scattered light can change colour: the Raman effect.

4
Michael Faraday

Discovered electromagnetic induction, the principle behind many generators.

5
Charles Darwin

Developed the theory of evolution by natural selection.

6
Alfred Russel Wallace

Independently developed natural selection; shared the idea with Darwin in 1858.

7
Alexander Fleming

Discovered penicillin; Chain and Florey helped develop it into a medicine.

8
Wilhelm Rontgen

Discovered X-rays, which help us examine the inside of the body.

9
Jane Goodall

Observed wild chimpanzees making and using tools.

10
Dorothy Hodgkin

Used X-rays to determine structures of substances such as vitamin B12.

Read more: NobelPrize.org · Royal Institution · Natural History Museum · Jane Goodall Institute


