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10 Invention Milestones

Important milestones, not a list of every first invention.
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1455
Gutenberg Bible

A landmark of European movable-type printing.

1800
Battery

Alessandro Volta introduced his electric battery.

1821
Electric motion

Michael Faraday demonstrated electromagnetic rotation.

1824
Braille

Louis Braille developed his six-dot reading system.

1831
Induction

Faraday discovered electromagnetic induction.

1876
Telephone

Alexander Graham Bell demonstrated experimental telephones.

1877
Phonograph

Thomas Edison developed his sound-recording machine.

1879
Electric lighting

Edison demonstrated a practical incandescent lighting system.

1903
Powered flight

The Wright brothers achieved controlled powered flight.

1989
World Wide Web

Tim Berners-Lee proposed the Web at CERN.

Sources: British Library · Science Museum Group · RNIB · Royal Institution · Smithsonian · CERN. Invention is often collaborative.


